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illustrated. 1871. Excerpt: . . . CHAPTER XXIII. September 2th, 1679. GAIN are there fightings and fears all around!
Ah, when will the land have rest after so many years My Husband would not be held from riding out with young
John Grahame and all our Neighbours to disperse the unlawfull Assemblies of disaffected folk. If aught evil
should befall him likewise, surely it may be written on my Tombstone, Last of all, the Woman died also. Even as |
sate mournfully musing over all the sorrow these Rebells have wrought upon me and mine, my tirewoman
came in, saying that an old Dame was asking to speak with me alone. | desired that she should be brought to
me in my closet; and presently she entered, with garments travell-soiled, and sore trouble in her face, so that |
made her be seated, and would have sent for food and wine, but that she declared she could let nothing pass
her lips till she had spoken her errand, and that she had walked more than twenty miles to ask a boon, not for
herself, but for her last-remaining son, who was now hiding for his life in the forest near our Castle. She had,
indeed, been able to bring food to him from her distant cottage, but now there was reason to fear, his hiding-
place must soon be discovered; moreover, she dreaded lest sickness should oertake him, if he were much longer
without shelter. Wherefore, Lady, she said, | have come...
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