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Literature and National Policy; January, 1862 The peaceful drudge and artisan of the North, ox-like in their
character, should serve them as they might require, and the craven man of commerce should buy and sell for
their accommodation. For the rest, the negro would suIice. This was the extraordinary scheme of the South
Carolina aristocrat, and with which he undertook to infect certain unscrupulous leaders throughout the cotton
and sugar States. It was no part of the plan of the conspirators to precipitate the border States into rebellion. O
no! On the contrary, it was specially set forth in the programme entrusted to the exclusive few, that those States
were to remain in the Old Union as a fender between the South and the free States; always ready in Congress to
stand up for a good fugitive slave law, and various other little privileges, and prepared to threaten secession if
Congress did not yield just what was demanded. In this way the free States would be perpetually entangled by
embarrassing questions, and the new empire leK to pursue unrestricted its dazzling plans of conquest and
occupation. A comfortable arrangement truly, and one very easy of accomplishment, - provided the free States
would consent. Certainly they will consent. Trade, commerce, manufactures and mechanical pursuits, occupy
them exclusively, and these promise better results under the new order of things than under the old. As to
patriotism or public spirit, the North have neither. The people do not even resent a personal aIront, much less
will they go to war for an idea. So reasoned the South. It is not possible...
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