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band, and everything was prepared for the event, which poor
Winona regarded as a sacrifice worse than death. At this time
her tribe and family departed from their habitation on the St
Peters river, to visit the locality where Prairie du Chien now
stands. Before crossing the Mississippi they halted at the bluff
celebrated in these days as the Maiden s Leap. At the foot of this
the Indians were wont to gather blue clay with which to paint
themselves. Here, surrounded by all the natural beauties that the
savage mind could appreciate, it was determined to hold
Winona s wedding. Day after day the company halted, and the
dusky wooer pleaded. Gentle means f ailing, severity and
threatened torture was tried. At last poor Winona, deprived of
her lover and sentenced to live with a man she loathed, on the
day appointed for...
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