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consisted of spatial factors ( latitude and longitude ), month, time period, and sea surface temperature. Model
parameters B of the i linear predictor were estimated by the method of maximum likelihood. Model selection
employed a stepwise regression algorithm. Design variables for categorical variables were constructed using
reference cell coding, where the lowest group of a categorical variable serves as a referent group ( Table 3 ).
Model significance was assessed by likelihood ratio statistics which are formed from the logarithm of the ratio
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