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.abstract conceptions which correspond to the fundamental
facts of the physical world. CHAPTER X CONIC SECTIONS When
the Greek geometers had exhausted, as they thought, the more
obvious and interesting properties of figures made up of straight
lines and circles, they turned to the study of other curves; and,
with their almost infallible instinct for hitting upon things worth
thinking about, they chiefly devoted themselves to conic
sections, that is, to the curves in which planes would cut the
surfaces of circular cones. The man who must have the credit of
inventing the study is Menaechmus (born 375 B.c. and died 325
B.c.); he was a pupil of Plato and one of the tutors of Alexander
the Great. Alexander, by the by, is a conspicuous example of the
advantages of good tuition, for another of his tutors was the
philosopher Aristotle. We may suspect...
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