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Excerpt: .said, characterises Oriental religions. They were
always the expression of a given conception of the world,
which determined the relations of heaven and earth and the
duties of the faithful towards the gods. Hence they were bound
to change in conformity with the evolution of physical or
metaphysical ideas. If Greek thought could receive certain
impulses or suggestions from the temples of Syria and Egypt, it
invaded them in turn as a conqueror: and Stoicism in
particular certainly gave to them more than it received from
them. The great intellectual movement of which Posi-donius
was not so much the initiator as the most illustrious
representative, undoubtedly combined devotion and
philosophy, but it also introduced philosophy into devotion.
The learned and mystic system of doctrine, which Manilius and
others preached under Tiberius, imposed itself on all Western
paganism in the course of the following centuries;...
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