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grade: 1,3, Free University of Berlin (John F. Kennedy Institut
Berlin), course: HS American Cultural Memory: Trauma,
Collective Imagery and the Politics of Remembering, 3 entries in
the bibliography, language: English, abstract: The text by Bessel
Van der Kolk and Onno Van der Hart 'The Intrusive Past'
provides an overview of the work and achievement of Jean -
Martin Charcot s and Pierre Janet's study about how the mind
processes memories and the effects of traumatic memories on
consciousness. With the following text, I will present a couple of
central aspects of Janet's study and the phenomena of
dissociation and the reconstruction of the past through
narrative memory and project them onto one short sequence
from 'Memento' (2001) to further support my argument. The
main point of this text is to illustrate how narrative memory
reshapes the past in a variety of ways and that the main
character in 'Memento', who has lived through a traumatic
experience, creates and recreates...
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