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Seven Stories Press,U.S., United States, 2014. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 216 x 144 mm. Language: English
. Brand New Book. From the makers of the major motion picture Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom, a completely
unique biography and thematic telling of the story of Nelson Mandela. This book, which provided key source
material for the film, is an unexpurgated collection of the views and opinions of South Africa s first Black
president, and it draws on Danny Schechters forty-year relationship with Madiba, as Nelson Mandela is known
in his native South Africa. Each chapter of this unique portrait corresponds to a letter of the alphabet, and the
letters cover major and minor, unexpected and fascinating themes in Mandelas life and his impact on others:
Athlete, Bully, Comrade, Forgiveness, Indigenous, Jailed, Militant, and President, to name a few. The book
quotes liberally from Mandela himself, his ex-wives and other family members, global leaders, Mandela s
cellmates and guards on Robben Island, the team behind Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom, former president F.
W. de Klerk, members of the South African Police, and his comrades including his successor Thabo Mbeki.
Madiba A to Z reveals sides of Nelson Mandela that are not often discussed and angles of the anti-apartheid
movement that most choose to brush under the table in order to focus on the happy-ending version of the
story. As Schechter reports in the book, according to Mandela s successor as president of South Africa, Thabo
Mbeki, "the fundamental problems of South Africa, poverty, inequality, have remained unchanged since 1994."
This is partly because, as Schechter writes, "six months before the 1994 elections, when South Africa was being
governed jointly by the ANC and the National Party under a Transitional Executive Council (TEC), there were
secret negotiations about the economic future." There...
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