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Open University Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 280 pages. Dimensions: 9.4in. x 6.7in. x
0.7in.The authors agenda in writing the book was to provoke critical thinking and awareness and to move
beyond the simplistic rhetoric that so often characterizes much of public debate on health care matters. | have
no doubt that he has achieved these aims. . . and more. Sociology Volume 43, Number 3, June 2009 Sociology
and Health Care is easy to read and offers an introduction into selected, but key areas, of the sociology of
health and illness. It is a useful book for health care students as well as health care workers who are interested
in the social aspects of their work, their job and how it all fits into the wider society. Sociological Research
Online Are patients customers What does this mean for the patient-practitioner relationship What should the
relationship be between expert knowledge and our own experiences when dealing with health and illness Do
people who are better off get better access to health care Debates about the future of health care bring
questions about patient choice, paternalism and inequalities to the fore. This book addresses some of the
sociological issues surrounding these questions including: The social distribution of knowledge The basis of
professional power Sources of social inequalities in health The ability of health care services to address these
issues The book provides suggestions and examples of how sociological concepts and insights can be used to
help think about important contemporary issues in health care. For that reason, it has a practical as well as
academic purpose, contributing to improvement of the quality of interaction between patients and
practitioners. The core themes running throughout the book are inequalities in health and the rise of chronic
disease, with particular attention being given...
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