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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Los Angeles State Normal School: A Quarter
Centennial History, 1882 1907 The California of today is so unlike the California of yesterday that yesterday
seems a long way off. In the days since the ships of Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo came to anchor off the bay of San
Diego, as great a transformation has taken place in Southern California as the fourteen or fifteen centuries
have wrought in England since first the Anglo-Saxon set his conquering foot upon her shores. From the
degraded Indian village of Yang-na on the banks of the Porciuncula, with its wild inhabitants welcoming the
little retinue of Gasper de Portola with weird and savage cries sounding to the ears of the padre who recorded
the event like the howling of wolves, to the beautiful modern city whose name commemorates that second day
of August of one hundred and thirty-eight years ago, and in whose very heart the site of that forgotten village
lies, the imagination takes as wide a sweep as in retracing a dozen centuries in many another land. Even to go
back a quarter century in the life of that city takes one into conditions vastly different from those of the present
time. Twenty-five years ago there were in California four cities, each larger than Los Angeles - San Francisco,
Oakland, San Jose, and Sacramento, the population of Los Angeles then being about eleven thousand. The
business section of the city was bounded on the south by First Street, and contained few buildings more than
two stories in height. The streets were dimly illuminated with gas lights. A local newspaper of 1882 contains A
History of the Wonderful...
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