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mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Any man who has reason to hope (or to
fear) that someone may someday write the story of his life would do well to pray that he may not fall into the
hand of an enemy, a disciple, a rival or a relative. Of all men, these make the poorest biographers. Their
relationship to the subject places them where they cannot see him as he actually is, so the picture they paint,
however interesting it may be, is never true to the original. Our enemies seldom know us well enough to write
about us. The person they think they know-and hate-is not the person we are. For that reason an enemy is likely
to draw a caricature, and not a true likeness. He is sure to sketch in his prejudices and animosities, and may
casually leave upon the forehead little careless projections which could not be proved to be, but might easily be
mistaken for, horns. A disciple will usually do as poor a job, from an artistic point of view, as an enemy, though
for an altogether different reason. Instead of horns he may, with as little fidelity to the facts, sketch in a harp,
but the result will be no better in the end. Leave the warts in, said Lincoln when about to sit for his portrait, and
to the everlasting credit of the artist he had the courage to do it. But true disciples never see warts, or if one is
called to their attention, they will argue that it is only a callous anyway, caused by a halo that had slipped
down. George Washington has the misfortune to be respected by...
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