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takes account of the conditions said to precede actual cancer,
such as tobacco blisters, white spots and sore places about the
teeth. While there is difference of opinion as to the bearing of
such conditions on the development of true cancer it cannot be
denied that in many cases a causal relation seems to exist. In
using the term precancerous lesions, however, and in
considering the result of operations to remove them, it is wise to
make the reservation that these conditions are not always
followed by the development of true cancer, and the statistics
should be understood in that light. In operations on the tongue
the figures show that the prompt removal of the precancerous
or benign lesion resulted in 100 per cent. of cures. In the second
stage, i. e., that of malignant warts, complete removal was
equally effective. But when the...
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