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Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2004. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. First Edition (Unstated). 756
pages. Hardcover with dustjacket. New book. LETTERS. Isaiah Berlin is one of the towering intellectual figures
of the twentieth century, the most famous English thinker of the post-war era, and the focus of growing interest
and discussion. Above all, he is one of the best modern exponents of the disappearing art of letter-writing. 'Life
is not worth living unless one can be indiscreet to intimate friends,” wrote Berlin to a correspondent. This first
volume inaugurates a long awaited edition of his letters that might well adopt this remark as an epigraph.
Berlin's life was well worth living, both for himself and for the world. Fortunately he said a great deal to his
friends on paper as well as in person. Berlin's letters reveal the significant growth and development of his
personality and career over the two decades covered within them. Starting with his days as an eighteen year
old student at St. Paul's School in London, they cover his years at Oxford as scholar and professor and the
authorship of his famous biography of Karl Marx. The letters progress to his World War Il stay in the U.S. and
finally, his trip to the Soviet Union in 1945-6 and return to Oxford in 1946. "Emotional exploitation, cannibalism,
which I think | dislike more than anything else in the world." To Ben Nicolson, September 1937 "Valery delivered
an agreeable but dull lecture here. He said words were like thin planks over precipices, and if you crossed
rapidly nothing happened, but if you stopped on any of them and stared into the gulf you would get vertigo
and that was what philosophers were doing." To Cressida Bonham Carter, March 1939 "I never don't moralize."
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